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Best Recommendations for Decontamination of Outdoor Equipment 
For the Prevention of Spread of the Invasive Alga, Didymosphenia geminata (“Didymo”) 

 
The Northeast Aquatic Nuisance Species (NEANS) Panel recommends the following methods for the 
decontamination of equipment used in northeast waters to prevent the spread of Didymo.  These are based 
upon existing protocols currently being implemented by state, federal, and provincial agencies in the 
northeastern United States and Canada as well as information available from MAF Biosecurity New Zealand.  
For an updated list of infested waters, visit: www.northeastans.org 

 
Cleaning Solutions (**minimum of 1 minute exposure in either of the following): 

• Hot water:  1400 F (Hotter than most tap water, so heating may be required) 
• Dishwashing detergent:   5% solution (~ 1 cup detergent to 1 gallon of water)  

(Some “eco-friendly” brands of detergent may not be as effective) 
 
Freezing  Freezing gear until solid will also kill Didymo; however freezing may make some gear brittle or 
even damage it, so an alternative method may be more appropriate.  Also, freezing may not kill other 
organisms such as the spores of the parasite that causes whirling disease. 
 
Drying  Items should be dried completely.  Didymo can survive for months in moist conditions.  If complete 
drying isn’t possible, restrict use of gear to a single waterway. 
 
Angling: 

• “Check, Clean, Dry”  
o Check:   Look for, and remove visible algae and plant material from boots, gear, or anything 

that has  contacted the water or sediments, including flies, lures, rods, reels, line, nets, etc. 
o Clean:   Soak, scrub, and/or expose all equipment in one of the solutions described above for 

at least 1 minute.  Absorbent items like felt-soled waders require 30-40 minutes of soaking. 
o Dry:  Dry gear completely. 

 
Boating (includes kayaks, canoes, etc): 

• “Check, Clean, Dry” all gear as mentioned above as well as boat interiors. 
• Remember to check trailers, engines, paddles, ropes, anchors, etc.  Drain all bilge areas. 
• Carpeted trailer “bunks” and guides could harbor Di dymo as well; however a trailered boat may rest 

upon or lean against one side of these bunks.  Be especially aware of these hard-to-reach areas and 
disinfect as thoroughly as possible. 

 
Natural Resource Management Activities: 

• “Check, Clean, Dry” all gear as mentioned above. 
• Use separate sets of equipment when possible for sampling in infested and non-infested waters. 
• Implement “HACCP” or similar pathway management protocol. 

 

Data Sources:   NEANS Panel member agencies;    http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/    
 
Additional Resources: 
 
Northeast Aquatic Nuisance Species (NEANS) Panel Website: 
http://www.northeastans.org 
 
MAF Biosecurity New Zealand Cleaning Methods Chart: 



 

  

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/pests-diseases/plants/didymo/didymo-survival-results-table-
may-07.pdf 
 
HACCP Planning Information: 
http://www.HACCP-NRM.org 
 
 
 


